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Background

42 high rise blocks in north Solihull comprising 2,256 

households

History of vandalism, burglary and graffiti

Expensive to manage and repair costs are high

Regeneration unlikely to bring significant reduction in high-

rise

Therefore we need to make them better places to live

CCTV scheme installed between 2006/07 and 2007/08

Radical improvement in security
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But families would still rather have a house
Approximately 440 high-rise households contain children

286 families (with children) are registered for a transfer out of 

high-rise

High proportion of vulnerable adults

2 high rise sheltered schemes and large number of older 

people

Poor literacy, drug dependency, social and financial exclusion 

are all prevalent among high-rise community

A high proportion of those who live in high-rise are trying to 

get out!
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What we would like to achieve?

Ability to provide free or low-cost Broadband to high-rise 
residents

Provide free or low-cost computers to high-rise residents

Give initial priority to families with school aged children

Provide basic training to enable people to get started

Provide help to people to get a job

Help people with literacy and financial inclusion

Encourage small and medium sized companies to move 
into the area
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Now for the technology

Transmitter 
on Roof
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How much do we try to control what tenants 
access

ISP
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How do we support technical enquires
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How do we provide training

Excellence in 
the community
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Excellence in the Community Project 

The Excellence in the Community Project is a £1.6m project, part-
funded by the European Regional Development Fund, 
Regeneration Zone, Advantage West Midlands, Solihull Council 
and Solihull College. The centres are based at 2 secondary, 10 
primary schools and 2 Neighbourhood Nurseries in the north of 
the Borough. They are easily accessible, small and friendly, and
open to members of the local community not in full-time 
education. Solihull College provide the many varied courses on 
offer at the centres, both accredited and non accredited.
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3rd March 2009 Award Ceremony


